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I was born 1975 in Vienna. | had a good childhood:
I had the possibility to travel a lot, attend good schools
and | could fry stuff that | was interested in.

I'm a very open minded person. | always look for
challenges and try to develop myself in all kind of di-
rections. | love to travel and do sport, but I'm a family
person — | couldn’t do my work without the strength of
my husband and son.
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Why do you like fashion design? And why did you
choose to become a fashion designer?

I love to design, because it gives me the possibility
to catch the future. It gives me freedom and inner calm,
and power for my life. Clothing design is something that
I love to do, it is a very strong feeling that makes me turn
on my favorite songs and start drawing without thinking
about what I'm doing. Visions of collections and sketch-
es fly out of my mind.

| chose to be a designer, because | felt | would
never be happy, if | didn't attempt it. In my life before
| had everything that someone must have to live a suc-
cessful life in Europe: | attended University, | had a ca-
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reer, a complete different, perfect life, but something
was missing so | asked myself, what would happen if |
would try it, even without an academic background in
the field.

What does fashion design bring to your life2

The work as a fashion designer brings rotation to
my life, there are many new people, new places, new
challenges. | have the chance to do things I've never
done before: do catwalk-trainings, do photo shoots,
create choreography for fashion shows ...
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Please introduce the style and the concept of your
design works.

The style of Kalchmann is reduced, modern and
elegant, but also sporty, sexy, comfortable and abso-
lutely wearable design. The concept is to give women
and girls a powerful and feminine fashion. In every col-
lection there is a theme for shirts: “love is all we have” or
“save our children”. We always carry with us these origi-
nal, naive thoughts about things we might not be able
to do or change, but we can use fashion to show our
thoughts and remind people what is important in spite
of the abundance in our lives.
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In my latest collection titled “Pure” | make the
statement: ‘don’t say a word, | know how to save a life’.
Which means that a totally sexy and beautiful woman
has healing powers - in many ways sometimes not obvi-
ous for us. People are skeptic of beautiful, sexy women.
Sometimes they think, it is enough for them to be beauti-
ful, and they are surprised when they find out what is in
this person. In the meantime | met a lot of women and
girls, who are incredibly warmhearted, intelligent and
sexy...but never have the chance to be everything at
the same time. It is just foo much for their environment.
And for these women | make fashion.
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Please intfroduce the city you are living in and rec-
ommend some places to our readers.

Vienna is a multicultural city in the heart of Eu-
rope with a huge historical background and many well
known persondilities of the past, like Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart, Johann StrauB, Sigmund Freud, Gustav Klimt,
Egon Schiele etfc. Vienna is a city that is worth seeing,
because you can see the mix of creative work of so
many artists over so many periods of our history with
every step you take.

The centre of the city is the meeting point for all
people, tourists as much as Viennese. In this area you
find the most inspiring places, because historical build-
ings are mixed with modern influences and so the at-
mosphere is creatively tensioned.

The most adorable places you can find in the smalll
streets around St. Stephans Cathedral, which is Vienna's
main landmark. There are a lot of typical Viennese Cof-
feehouses, where artists, musicians, students, politicians
enjoy the relaxing atmosphere, read, discuss, learn etc.

An interesting place in this area that | can recom-
mend is the Coffeehouse “Korb": the tradition of cof-
feehouses besides modern franchise stores like starbucks
is still experienced by our people, and many of those
places have a great history. The Coffehouse “Korb" for
example was the place where Dr. Sigmund Freud used
to be. Today it is also a meeting point for journalists, art-
ists, politicians etc and it is the 1st Viennese Coffeehouse
of Philosophers.

In the city you also find little galleries, winebars,
fashion shops, restaurants of all nations and parks with
historical background. Around the city you find the inner
districts, where the hip people live and work. There is the
young creative scene: designers of fashion, furniture, ar-
chitects, musicians, writers. It is a mix of modern, hip and
alternative bars, restaurants, coffeeplaces (7th district:
Siebensterngasse, WestbahnstraBe, Kirchengasse or 4th
district: Freihausviertel — streets around GroBe Neugasse)
ateliers, flats in historical houses, little streets, galleries,
parks and lifestyle of Vienna. There is the mix of interest-
ing people, who work in the weirdest fields and dream
about alternative ways of living. Here are the people,
who want to change the world for a little bit with their
work: bar and restaurant “Das Mébel” — furniture of
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young designers are exhibited to use and buy.
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Another interesting place in Vienna is the new
Museumsquartier: this is the art centre of the town, a
wonderful area with historical buildings, combined with
modern architecture, inside are museums with works of
Egon Schiele, Gustav Klimt, Oskar Kokoschka, shops for
fashion designers, centre of architecture, restaurants,
bars, modern dance centre, ateliers and theatre for chil-
dren. In the court of this area are a lot of different events
through the year: fashion shows, exhibitions of artists...
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Naschmarkt is a meeting point for everybody who
loves food and international flair. This is a place where
you find everything for a delicious international meal:
fresh fruits and vegetable, fresh fish, anti pasti. But also
of course little busy restaurants, with international and
national cuisine. On weekends it is very busy, because
the location near to the centre of the city and the inner
districts attract the young creative scene.

The place to be: Lis Cooking - offering food in Asian
style from all Asian countries, interesting people, always

busy. Em

Collection Pure (2007)

09 Wrap around dress in jersey, putting catch in waist
10 Baby doll dress with holder neck

11 Femme Fatale cocktail dress

12 Tank top, Mini skirt, “don’t say*, Overknees

13 Shirt “Streetwear”

Collection Naive (2006)
14 g?t 1Ep, fransparent back, streetwear skirt nude and
ac

15 Shirt ,,staying alive*, netskirt with clip-on hipbag

16 Corsage, net pant with hand made flower
application. Shirt “love is all we have", fransparent
longshirt, transparent pant

17 shirt ,love ist all we have, net skirt with joey-bag for
portable mediaplayer, leatherarm

18 Femme Fatale 2006 minidress with transparent strap
and latex arm

19 corsage, net skirt with mini underskirt

20 Fairydress — delicate dress of soft net lace
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